From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 20:24:25 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 17:10:52 -0500 

Message-Id: <199504052209.SAAQ6711@espresso.eng.umd.edu> 
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu> 
Subject: 923 


Stan asked: 

>Reply-To: Scgilstrap@aol.com 
>From: Scgilstrap@aol.com 
>Subject: RCA type 923 


>Does anyone know what an RCA 923 tube does? I came across this 


>Tnx de Stan - WB5LBH 

According to the RCA industrial tube handbook the 923 is 
a phototube. It was considered obsolete in 1947 

Specral Response......... S1 

Wavelength of maximum Response 8000 +- 1000 Angstroms 
Pin 1 no connection 

Pin 2 Anode 

Pin 3 no connection 

Pin 4 Cathode 


Philip W3SAK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 19:26:47 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 14:21:15 -0500 

Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950405031848.jproc@> 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: 923 Phototube 


Stan, 


The 923 tube is a phototube. Think of it as a variable resistor. If I 
remember correctly, in the absence of light it has a high resistance. 

In the presence of light the resistance between the anode and cathode is very 
low. It's main use was application where you wanted a light beam to control 
something such as automatic door openers, or counting widgets passing onn a 
conveyor belt. I've forgotten the principle that it works on, however, but 
there is some special coating on the curved electrode that gives the device 
its special property. 


In a typical application a light beam would shine at the photo tube. If the 
beam was interrupted by a passing object, the resistance would change. This 
was used to control a relay which would then control some other device. You 
had to of course, keep the tube biased with a voltage. The phototube was 


rendered obsolete by the advent of solid state devices such as 
photodiodes/transistors and infrared solid state devices. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 20:42:29 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 17:26:52 -0500 

Message-Id: <QLHOZMQVQU2QO006YXF@NIMUE .HOOD.EDU> 

From: BSHECK@nimue.hood.edu (Bob Sheck) 

Subject: <didn't bother with a subject> 


The station was aboard NAVAL SECURITY GROUP ACTIVITY, NORTHWEST, BTW. 
Thought you'd be interested... 


Bob 


>Return-path: <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

>Date: Sat, 01 Apr 1995 09:41:01 -0600 

>From: "Richard A. Stalls" <rstalls@CapAccess.org> 

>Subject: USCG Ends HFCW 

>Sender: boatanchors@theporch.com 

>To: Multiple recipients of list <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

>Errors-to: listown@jackatak.theporch.com 

>Reply-to: rstalls@CapAccess.org 

>Originator: boatanchors@theporch.com 

>Precedence: bulk 

>X-Listprocessor-Version: 6.0c -- ListProcessor by Anastasios Kotsikonas 
>X-Comment: Please send list server requests to listproc@theporch.com 

> 

> 

>Yesterday evening (3/31/95), I attended a ceremony at the U.S. Coast Guard 
>Communication Area Master Station Atlantic - NMN, in Chesapeake, Virginia, 
>commemorating the closing of CW operations by the USCG. The amateur radio 
>fraternity was well represented at the ceremony, including keynote 
>speaker, Joseph V. Gardner, PhD, K7CI, who incidentally is a past winner 
>of the "Best Fist" award on Straight Key Night. Society of Wireless 
>Pioneers President and QCWA Vice President Jack Kelleher, W4ZC, Al 


>Brogdon, K3KMO, Managing Editor of QST, and Alan Dorhoffer, K2EEK, 


>of CQ Magazine were also in attendance. 
> 


>The final message sent by NMN went out at 0001Z and is as follows: 


CQ CQ CQ DE NMN NMN 

BT 

© 010001Z APR 95 

FM COGARD CAMSLANT CHESAPEAKE VA/NMN 

TO ALL 

BT 

USCG NOW CLOSING DOWN CONTINUOUS HFCW WATCH CEASING ALL MORSE 
CODE OPS IN THE HF BAND. AS WE CONCLUDE OUR WATCH WE WISH THE 
MARITIME COMMUNITY FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS. WE ARE PROUD 
OF OUR TRADITION AND LONG STANDING SERVICE TO THE MARINER ON 
MORSE CODE BEGINNING IN 1901 WITH THE REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE 
SEA TO THE FIRST MORSE CODE RADIO INSTALLED ABOARD CUTTER GRANT 
SINCE 1901 THE CG HAS FAITHFULLY AND DILIGENTLY LISTENED FOR 


IN NEED OF ASSIST OR RPTG POSITION WX NAV OR SAFETY INFO. OVER 
THE YRS WE HAVE PROVIDED MARINERS WITH URGENT SAFETY AND NAV 


SYS. WE WILL FEEL A SENSE OF LOSS WITH THE PASSING OF CW. THE 
NEED FOR OPERATORS WITH SENSITIVE EARS AND A FAST PRECISE KEY 
WILL BE REPLACE BY COMPUTERS MODEMS AND AUTO ALARMS. THE 


BY A CG UNIT. BUT CW HAS RUN ITS COURSE AND NOW WE LOOK FWD TO 


FM ALL CG TELECOMM SPECIALISTS WE BID YOU A 73. WHAT HATH GOD 
WROUGHT. SIGNED CG CAMSLANT. 


BT 


DE NMN VA 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


><END QUOTE> 


>Tony Stalls, K4KYO 
> 


EXPERIMENTING WITH WIRELESS AS A MEANS TO COMMUNICATE ON LAND AND 


IN 1903. OUR ORIG COMMS MISSION WAS TO RCV DISTRESS ALERTS. BUT 


TRAFFIC RESPONDING TO HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CALLS FM MARINERS 


WARNINGS OVER HFCW AND RCVD VESSEL LOCATION UPDATES FOR THE AMVER 


SPECIAL EMOTION AND EXCITEMENT ENJOYED BY CW OPERATORS CANNOT BE 
DUPLICATED AND THE CHILLING S O S SIGNAL WILL NEVER AGAIN BE RCVD 


SERVING YOU ON THE NEXT GENERATION OF COMM SYSTEMS VIA THE GMDSS. 


Editor 


--> Nuclear Families _DO_ Glow in the Dark! BSHECK, ME-SHECK, abendigo! 
BSHECK@NIMUE.HOOD.EDU >>>------- ==The Sheckinator==------ <<< (301) 696-3928 
I'd rather have a bottle in front of me than a frontal lobotomy.- Groucho Marx 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 07:03:44 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 04:25:16 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9504050325 .A25393-0100000@indy1> 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net> 
Subject: Re: Antenna Switches 


Hi! 


Well, I've got my computer more-or-less running again...and my mouth 
too. >blush< 


On Tue, 4 Apr 1995, Fire Bottle archive handler wrote: 
>[quoth Larry:] need 2 dozen SO-239's and a dozen PL-259's [...] 


Why not use something really SIMPLE and really INEXPENSIVE [...] 

the RCA plug/jack 

They are good for RF, can handle more power than a stereo amp (100W/ 
channel) and are sure easy to "patch". 


VV VV VV 


The usual caveats apply: many RCA connectors are cheaply made.. In 
particular, Radio Shack sells ‘em with some nasty soft-plastic insulation 
that probably won't be happy at very high power or frequency. In 
addition, the cheaper ones are very short-lived. They are not a 
constant-impedance connector, of course, and the folks running a kW on 
10m may find they're not too good in that application. ;) But Heath and 
other turned out a jillion HF radios with RCA/phono jacks, and with care 
they do just fine in many applications. 


You can find jacks with ceramic or glass-epoxy insulation, and most of 
the plugs use an okay brown phenolic. Possibly the nicest RCA jacks I 
have encountered were designed to be soldered in place, and used 
glass-epoxy stuff with a very rugged design; I have them on an AF switch 
box, soldered to a sheet of PC-board material that forms the back of the 
box, and it was a treat to make--drill ~0.25" holes, solder ‘em in, done! 
They'd be ideal for an antenna switch built in a tin can or other 
solderable container, too. For a patch panel, it might work out to mount 
a dozen or so on sheet-brass or copper or PC-board material (with the 
copper on the back), and mount the assembly on a box or rack panel. The 
back could have another set of connectors, or be hardwired to the gear and 
antennas. 

I think MAI's still got a bin of the solderable glass-epoxy jacks, if 
anyone wants me to check next time I'm there--they were quite inexpensive 


‘cos folks couldn't figure out how to mount them! 


The better RCA plugs have a screw-on metal shell; second choice, the 
old ones with no backshell and nice big "ears" to grab onto. The ones 
with the push-on plastic shell often come apart when unplugging, and will 
tear up your fingers when they do. 


> > to use metal cased 1/4" phone plugs on the patch cords instead of RF 
> NOPE! 1/4" phone plugs/jacks will drive you CRAZY and have none of the 
> advantages that the venerable and often overlooked RCS has... 


Seconded! 1/4" phone plugs & jacks aren't very good at low levels. 
While we sometimes use a xversionx of them in my business to patch low-Z 
mic circuits, it's fancied-up: long-frame jacks with a lot of spring 
tension and PL-55ish double plugs or phone co.-like tip/ring/sleeve plugs 
and even at that it's a bit iffy. Consumer 1/4" plugs and jacks are fine 
for headphone levels and higher, especially if there's some DC on the 
contacts, but they'll drive ya bonkers at receiver-input levels: noise, 
attenuation, etc. 

I can't be the only person ever to plug the cans into the SuperInhaler 
9000 and have to give the plug a good twist before it stopped making 
crunchy sounds and attenuating the sigs! Good contact-cleaner helps but 
I'd as soon *xnotx hear that noise maginified by the receiver's gain. One 
shudders to think...! 


> > Then, there is the patch panel for the balanced antennas. 
> And the Big Operator in the Ether leaned back and said: "What? Have 
> they forgotten about Fahnestock Clips, already? Sheesh!" ;%) ;4) 


Or double bannana plugs and jacks, still widely available in several 
flavors. See the Pomona catalog--and folks, Pomona's got a fairly low 
minimum ($25 or $50) for ordering right from the factory! Digi-Key also 
lists some nice bannana stuff from venerable E. F. Johnson. 

There's also the stuff made for patching TV antenna twinlead around, 
pin plugs and jacks (pretty much) on twinlead-width centers. It's 
probably pretty cheap when you can find it, since it's not used very much 
any more. 

Come to think of it, it's also a use for the ol' two-blade AC plugs 
everyone's probably got a box of! You'd want to use "specification 
grade" outlets, I'd think, or at least not the really cheap ones, so the 
contact resistance was low. 

(General rule for picking odd connectors for receiver patching etc.: go 
with the high-current stuff, which has to have low contact resistance to 
keep it from burning up when the rated current is run through ‘em! 
Purdue's WBAA ran mics on 20A, three-blade 220V AC connectors for 
years--may still, in fact! Works fine, though it's ugly when somebody 


plugs a mic into an air-conditioner outlet). (Eeeek!) 


As an aside and in re Pomona, the last time I spoke to them (4 or 5 
years ago), they still offered breadboard sockets in octal and 7 and 9-pin 
miniature-tube sizes. No stock but for a low minimum order ($50.00 I 
think), they're happy to do a production run. So, if anybody is 
looking...! 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 12:47:10 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 09:19:01 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051417 .AA15656@sumter.awod.com> 

From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason) 

Subject: Re: Antenna Switches 


Marc recently asked about using AC wall switches for coax switching. 


I've been doing it for years with legal limit output and no problems 
whatsoever. Before the FCC ruling on AM, it also worked with 700 watt 
carrier and 2800 PEP output. 


There is some theoretical question regarding the switch's current rating 
at HF frequencies, but their 20 amp or so rating at 60 hz seems to work 
just fine with substantially less current at HF frequencies. 


If you've ever examined the physical switch used on many commercial 
units, you'll wonder why you ever paid so much for such a piece of junk! 


73, Steve, WB4IIN 


Internet: wb4ijn@awod.com 
Packet: WB4IJN@N4CIL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 11:57:19 1995 

Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 09:03:22 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.3.91.950405080028 .25880C -100000@thelair. zynet.com> 
From: johnb@thelair.zynet.com 

Subject: Barry... electric radio... 


Barry Wiseman of Electric Radio called last night re: instructions 
on getting re-subscribed to the BA list.... expect him to be back on here 
in a few days... 


Barry is a GREAT flea market box-diver, table crawler-under 


and all around nice guy... If you get a chance to meet him, do so... :-). 


Best 
/john 


John M. Brewer wb5oau 
johnb@thelair.zynet.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 11:37:53 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 08:41:12 -0500 

Message-Id: <199504051337 .GAAQ0361@ix2.ix.netcom.com> 
From: jeffa@ix.netcom.com (Jeff Anderson) 

Subject: books for sale 


I'm trying to clear out some space in my bookshelves. Here are some 
duplicates of books that I've picked up over the years. I've included 
prices, but feel free to make an offer. 


- Jeff, WAGAHL (jeffa@ix.netcom.com) 


RADIO ENGINEERS' HANDBOOK. Terman. First Edition, 1943, McGraw-Hill. 
In fairly good condition, but missing title page. Also, pages 309-316 
were incorrectly bound into the book when it was printed. They are 
there, but untrimmed. 

$20.00 + $3.00 Shipping 


VACUUM TUBE AMPLIFIERS. Valley & Wallman, 1965, Dover. 

This is a Dover reprint (complete and unabridged) of the famous volume 
from the MIT "Radiation Laboratory Series." In very good condition. 
$25.00 + $3.00 shipping 


RADIOTRON DESIGNER'S HANDBOOK. Smith. Third Edition, 1945. 

This is the third edition of RCA's coveted handbook. It is a slim 
black-bound volume - sort of a poor step-brother to the massive fourth 
edition, but full of useful information nonetheless. Here it's 
presented in a more concise form. Library stamps on the inside cover 
(Castle Air Force Base), otherwise good condition. 

$17.00 + 3.00 shipping 


ANALYSIS AND DESIGN OF ANALOG INTEGRATED CIRCUITS. Gray & Meyer. First 
Edition, 1977. 

An excellent text discussing the design of analog IC's. Topics include 
single and two transistor amplifiers, transistor current sources and 
active loads, output stages, frequency response, feedback, and noise. 


If you want to learn about transistor amplifiers, this is a very good 
book. I used the manuscript as text in several of Meyer's classes while 
at Berkeley in the mid-seventies (read this as: students debug 
textbook) and am selling this because I just picked up the 3rd edition. 
Excellent condition. 

$15.00 + $3.00 shipping 


By the way, I log on to my home e-mail only once a day, so please excuse 
any delays in my responses. If you would like a faster reply, send 
e-mail to my work address: janderson@polycom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 02:43:36 1995 

Date: Tue, 4 Apr 1995 23:45:45 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.05.1.9504050004 .A1878-8100000@wx81.tacom.army.mil> 
From: "Mike (ws8d)" <ws8d@wx81.tacom.army.mil> 

Subject: Collins 75-A4 


I have for sale a very nice Collins 75-A4 

It has the Dial reduction drive and SSB filter 
and is a later serial number 

Asking price 850.0000 


Thanks de Mike (ws8d@wx81.tacom.army.mil) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 12:34:18 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 09:30:46 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051422 .AA10208@us21rmc.zko.dec.com> 
From: harlan@csoal.enet.dec.com 

Subject: RE:DOG TAGS 


Yo' 


I was shown an interesting method of "Manufacturing" 
replacement Dog tags by Sam Hevner of "The Signal Corp." fame.. 


If you can get someone to Xerox an original (may take 
a little time playing with the Darkness/Lightness settings to get 
it to look ok) then go to Office Max and buy 8.5X11" Clear lables 
with self stick backing. While your there have the Dude load some 
of your lables into thier best copier and shoot you a few sheets 
of the Xerox copy Dog Tag. 

Proceed imediatly to a DIY or Homecenter 


store and procure a sheet of white plexiglass (used for floresent 
light diffusers) the thinner the better. Cut the plastic to size, 
drill for the mounting holes, affix the lable to the plastic and 

mount with the correct hardware that you should have grabbed when 
you got the Plastic. They look fine. This method works well with 

those "Fill it in yourself Freq Charts". 


Dan Harlan N8ETQ 
Cleve. ,Oh. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 16:57:33 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 13:03:04 -0500 

Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950405011206.jproc@> 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: RE:DOG TAGS 


Yo' 


VV VV 


I was shown an interesting method of "Manufacturing" 
>replacement Dog tags by Sam Hevner of "The Signal Corp." fame.. 
> 

Dan, 


I too had to make a ‘dog tag' for a piece of equipment but my method 
differed somewhat. 


In my case, I was trying to replicate embossed 'silver' lettering on a black 
background. Using DrawPerfect on my computer, I made an exact replica of the 
nameplate, then printed it on a laser printer. I then made a copy of this 
image on a Xerox 3R2780 (overhead) transparency. It was cut to size ona 
paper cutter and then mounting holes were drilled out. The transparency was 
held tight between two pieces of scrap plastic to prevent damage. The next 
step was to cut a piece of stainless steel plate to size and drill matching 
mounting holes. Both the mylar and the steel plate were affixed to the front 
panel with 4-40 screws. 


Now, for the illusion that creates the embossing effect - since I did not use 
adhesive on the mylar, it does not lie perfectly flat against the plate 
except the four areas that are secured by the screws. This gap between the 
two materials creates an illusion of raised lettering and from two feet away 
it's nearly impossible to tell that its a fake. 


There was only one minor problem with this method. Due due the way in which 
the Xerox machine creates an image, the fused toner was deposited on the 
front of the mylar instead of the rear. The nameplate is therfore susceptible 
to scratches. To have done it properly, I should have made a ‘mirror image’ 


at the drawing stage. Since I did get the desired results, I stopped there 
for fear of fixing something which really wasn't broken. 


Hope that I my method provides some food for thought. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 20:29:14 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 15:11:00 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504052001.AB13900@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: Doin' Dayton! 


Just got off the phone with my Dayton contact.. We will be in 
fleamarket spaces 1347, 1348, and 1349.. So, just like last year, if 
you need a place to park a rig, want to borrow the handtruck, or just 
want to get out of the hot sun (I can dream..), stop by.. We will be 
there all three days from opening until closing.. I am easy to spot. 
Just look for the grey hair, glasses, and the Bone Yard Assault Hat 
with my call sign on it.. 


If I'm lucky, it will be sunglasses.. 


Also found out that Hosfelt got his spaces. Ditto for MAI.. Marlin P. 
Jones will be there, somewhere. . 


Wonder if I have time to buy a bigger truck... 8-)) 

73, 

Larry, KQ4BY 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 17:05:28 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 13:44:30 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051845 .AAQ3818@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 


From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: FNFF Eyeball QSO Party 2 


Headed to Dayton? 
Announcing the 2nd Annual Friday Night Fist Fight Eyeball QSO Party.. 


This prestigious event is a meeting, over dinner, of Boatanchors list 
members who attend the Dayton Hamvention. Since I was drafted last 
year by KR1S to attend to the details, I figured that I might as well 
volunteer, this year. So, here is the deal: 


What: Informal Dinner. No program, no speeches, and no equipment 
deals.. Order from the menu. Will be in a non-smoking area. 

Just a good chance to meet and talk with the folks that post stuff to 
this list. Last year's was a small, but interesting event. 


When: Friday Night, 2000, of the Dayton Hamvention. That's April 28, 
1995, if my memory is correct. 


Where: Casa Lupita Restaurant, near the Dayton Mall.. 
Who: You and anyone that you care to invite.. 


Details: If you think you are going to be there, drop me a message. I 
will keep track and make the appropriate reservations.. AS we get 
into the Dayton frenzy, I will see that everyone has directions and 
the talk-in frequency.. 


At this point, we have about 10 folks signed up.. I have a file of 
e-mail addresses and will provide more details as we get closer.. 


73, 


Larry Keith, KQ4BY 
lakeith@robins.af.mil 
"Just a few more days ‘til Dayton..." 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 03:19:08 1995 

Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 00:36:42 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.05.1.9504050128 .A2082-8100000@wx81.tacom.army .mil> 
From: "Mike (ws8d)" <ws8d@wx81.tacom.army.mil> 

Subject: FS Collins 75-A4 


For Sale: Collins 75-A4 in very nice shape. Has Dial reduction knob and high 
serial number. Comes with the SSB filter 
Asking 850.00 thanks de Mike (ws8d@wx81.tacom.army.mil) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 11:17:00 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 08:19:30 -0500 

Message-Id: <950405091901_72489954@aol.com> 

From: WaltN@aol.com 

Subject: Howdy 


Mark, 


My DID number at Remedy Corp. is 254-5332...give me a call one of these days 
and we'l get me introduced to your fabulous burrito spot ;=). I'm at the 
office from 0730-1600 Mon-Fri (have a dentist appt fri am, so fri is out). 
Have some interesting news to share with you re radios, too. 


CUL8R, 
Walt 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 15:54:26 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 12:00:33 -0500 

Message-Id: <Q1LHOZBC7LNVMOO6VYY@NIMUE .HOOD.EDU> 

From: BSHECK@nimue.hood.edu (Bob Sheck) 

Subject: I know you'll like this! 


>Return-path: <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

>Date: Sun, 02 Apr 1995 05:13:58 -0500 

>From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman) 

>Subject: A heart-felt thanks 

>Sender: boatanchors@theporch.com 

>To: Multiple recipients of list <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
>Errors-to: listown@jackatak.theporch.com 

>Reply-to: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu 

>Originator: boatanchors@theporch.com 

>Precedence: bulk 

>X-Listprocessor-Version: 6.0c -- ListProcessor by Anastasios Kotsikonas 
>X-Comment: Please send list server requests to listproc@theporch.com 
> 

> 

>Gang, 

>As I read your posts concerning the last CW msg send by the USCG 

>I can't help but have wet eyes; you've all said very touching things 
>about my fellow CG ops and I thank you. At the time I was ‘pounding 
>the brass' for the CG I never thought anyone outside the maritime 
>community even knew we existed. Now I know better. 

> 

>At the risk of redundancy I wonder if any of you would mind if I 
>resend Part 6 (SOS) of my CG radio series? Somehow it feels fitting to 


>do so at this time. As you read it again, please replace the ‘I' and 
>*me' and ‘myself£' in the text with the name of every CG CW radioman 
>past and present. It is written for each and everyone of them. We 

>are no more. 

> 

>Jeff 

> 

DKK KAI AKAIKE KAI KK III III IKK IKI III IKK III IKI III III KIKI III III IKI IAI AIK 

> 

>In the following true narrative the ship's name and her callsign 

>have been changed. I would rather that her and her crew continue 

>to sleep peacefully in their Pacific Ocean grave. 

> 

>Part 6: My First SOS at NMO 

> 

>As mentioned in an earlier part I always sat the 12 hour 500 kc 

>night watch on my duty nights; I loved listening to the steady 

>flow of calls from ships in far off waters. Even though we sat 

>in the Central Pacific I would sometimes even copy a fluttery East 
>Coast US shore station. Throughout the night I would hear ghostly 
>signals, just above the noise level, that would fade in and out from 
>who knows where. We used a Beverage-type long wire that stretched over 
>one mile in length, and NMO sat in a very electrically quiet region. 

>We were able to copy any ship or shore station anywhere in the Pacific. 
> 

>One evening, feeling a bit drowsy (0200 local!), I thought I was dreaming 
>when I heard a long dash, a pause, another long dash, a pause, another 
>long dash, a pause, ..... 

>Like an electric shock, adrenalin flooded through me at 

>the speed of light - OH MY GOD - SOMEONE IS SENDING AN AUTO ALARM! 

>My eyes shot to the clock to time the dashes: 4 seconds on, 1 second 
>off, 4 seconds on, 1 second off - those 12 long dashes almost froze me. 
>I yelled into the intercom to the chief ‘Auto Alarm on 500' knowing 

>at the same time alarm bells were ringing on board every ship scattered 
>around the Pacific within radio range of the distressed ship. Recall 
>that when a shipboard operator goes off watch, ITU rules dictate he leaves 
>a receiver tuned to 500 kc with a decoder attached - if that decoder hears 
>at least four 4-second dashes each with 1-second seperation, relays in 
>the decoder will clamp shut triggering alarm bells in the radio room, 
>in the radio officer's sleeping quarters, and up on the bridge, to warn of 
>a distress message about to be sent on 500 kc. Auto Alarms 

>are xneverx sent except when a ship is in distress. This was the first 
>one I'd heard since my radioman school days; I can't put into words 
>the terror I felt while sitting out the ITU-required 2 minute wait 
>(recall that the ITU dictates every step the distressed vessel's radio 
>officer takes: Auto Alarm, then the 2-minute wait [if possible] for off- 
>duty ops on other ships, woken by their Auto Alarm receivers, to race 
>to their radio shacks to copy the distress). 500 kc was now in an 


>extended silent period (see part 2 or 3 [or 4?]). Someone started 
>tuning up and was immediately pounced on by myself: QRT SOS was all 

>I needed to send - dead silence. One of the Australian shore stations 
>was sending a CQ at the same time the AA went out - he must have heard 
>the AA through his CQ for he stopped in mid broadcast. Nothing but 

>an occasional static crash - dead silence. Throughout my brief 500kc 
>career there had never been a silence like this I thought. Then it came: 
> 

>SOS SOS SOS CQ DE DINK DINK DINK SOS BT MV PANAMA TRADER HULL CRACKED IN 
>HEAVY SEAS MAJOR FLOODING 42-27N 42-27N 178-51W 178-51W NOW ABANDONING 
>SHIP SOS BT MASTER AR K 

> 

>Then came the 10 second-long dash (ITU: for direction finding) . 

> 

>I was first - in A2 I sent: 

> 

>SOS DINK DJND DINK DE NMO NMO NMO RRR SOS 

> 

>and after me 500 kc was flooded with ships and shore stations sending 
>the ITU response, RRR SOS: 

> 

>SOS DINK DJNK DINK DE NMC NMC NMC RRR SOS (San Francisco) 

>SOS DINK DINK DINK DE NOJ NOJ NOJ RRR SOS (Alaska) 

>SOS DINK DJNK DINK DE NMQ NMQ NMQ RRR SOS (Long Beach, CA) 

>SOS DJNK DJNK DINK DE KPH KPH KPH RRR SOS (San Fran.) 

> 

><ITU dictates a strict format to follow in distresses - from now on 
>every transmission must be proceeded with the SOS prosign> 

> 

>along with KFS in California, NRV in Guam, a couple Japan shore 
>stations; the radio operator aboard DJNK must have breathed a sigh 

>of relief and taken some comfort knowing his message was heard by so 
>many. 

> 

>Once the RRR SOS replies ceased NMO took control; I asked the 
>standard questions for situations such as this: 

> 

>SOS DJNK DE NMO BT NEED FOLLOWING INFO 


>NR OF POB (number of persons on board) 
>CSE (course) 

>HULL ES SS COLOR (hull and superstructure colors) 
>NR OF BOATS (number of lifeboats) 


>BOAT RADIO FREQS, EPIRB 

>WX, WIND SPD ES DIR, SWELL HT ES DIR, CURRENT (weather and sea data) 
>BT SOS K 

> 

>and DINK patiently answered each. 

> 


>After getting these important answers I had the uncomfortable 
>task of asking: 


> 

>SOS DJNK DE NMO BT OM PSE CL UR KEY WHEN U LV OK? K 
> 

>SOS NMO DE DJNK WILL DO OM 

> 


>Every shipboard telegraph key has a switch which, when closed, 

>will cause the ship's radio to continuously transmit. This enables 
>rescue aircraft to home in on the distressed vessel using their 
>direction finding equipment. I had asked the op to close his key 
>switch before he leaves the ship. 

> 

>At the same time our AMVER computer was generating a printout of the 
>locations of ships transiting the North Pacific: No ships were in DJNK's 
>area! At least no AMVER reporting ships; it's possible there was a ship 
>close to DJNK that wasn't sending us his AMVER position reports. A 
>very slim possibility but a chance we couldn't ignore. I was ordered 
>by our Rescue Center to send the DDD SOS, i.e. to relay DJNK's distress 
>message from our 10 kW transmitter. In A2 I sent: 

> 

>AUTO ALARM (12 four second dashes with a one second pauses) 

> 

>then with my hand shaking, clenching the key: 

> 

>DDD SOS SOS SOS DDD CQ DE NMO NMO NMO SOS BT <DJNK's message> 

>BT ANY SHIPS IN AREA DIVERT AND ASSIST SIGNED US COAST GUARD 

>AR DDD SOS K 

> 

>Dead silence reigned for minutes that seemed like hours. An 

>awful, awful feeling of helplessness overcame me as I sat in 

>that chair with the entire NMO crew standing in silence - all of 

>us knowing at that very moment men were perishing in an icy ocean... 
> 

>Already we had aircraft in the air heading to DJNK's position 

>so I notified him: 

> 

>SOS DINK DINK DE NMO NMO BT USCG AIRCRAFT LAUNCHED TO UR POSN 

>ETA 3 HRS BT HOWS UR COND? K 

> 

>SOS NMO DE DINK HV TO LEAVE SHIP NOW TU OM FER <high pitched whine> 
> 

>His transmitter had emitted a - a scream - it actually screamed! 

>I turned to the Chief asking ©‘Is that...?'' °‘Yes, the ocean water 
>just flooded his radio room shorting out his transmitter and 
>batteries.'' 

> 

>I couldn't accept this - the man at that key couldn't have just 


>perished! I sent: 

> 

>SOS DINK DE NMO 

><silence> 

>SOS DINK DINK 

><silence> 

> 

>At this point the Chief put his hand on my shoulder and only said 

>**He can't answer you - he's gone.'' 

> 

>Throughout the night at regular intervals I continued to send 

>the Auto Alarm and the DDD SOS hoping for a response from any ship 

>close to DJNK's position. None came. At daybreak our 

>aircraft reported seeing only debris: bales of hay, which was 

>the cargo of DINK; no lifeboats, no bodies, only debris. 

> 

>Even to this day I sometimes hear, in my sleep, the scream DJNK's 
>transmitter emitted that terrifying and horrible night. I pray 

>the crew of that ship rest in peace. 

> 

>End of Part 6. 

> 

>Jeffrey Herman, NH6IL 

>jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu 

>jherman@uhunix.uhcc. hawaii. edu 

> 

--> Nuclear Families _DO_ Glow in the Dark! BSHECK, ME-SHECK, abendigo! 
BSHECK@NIMUE.HOOD.EDU >>>------- ==The Sheckinator==------ <<< (301) 696-3928 
I'd rather have a bottle in front of me than a frontal lobotomy.- Groucho Marx 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 18:06:35 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 15:05:53 -0500 
Message-Id: <mOxrwbKP-Q0OQuH6C@twisto.eng.hou.compaq. com> 
From: David=Douglas%Sys=Msmt%Sys=Hou@bangate.compaq.com 
Subject: re:I know you'll like this! 


Boy, that sure sends chills down my back... Are there any other tales such as 
this available? 


Thanks, 
David 
KA5MSL 
SK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 01:52:41 1995 

Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 22:56:02 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504052232.aa24816@jackatak.theporch. com> 

From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch. com> 
Subject: re:I know you'll like this! 


David (and the gang) - 
> Subject: re:I know you'll like this! 


While I'd rather that whole thing had not been reposted (again) to the 
list, evidently some of ya'll missed it when Jeff first posted... 


> Boy, that sure sends chills down my back... Are there any other 
> tales such as this available? 
YES! 


Jeff's entire 6 or 7 part series is available by sending a message to 
the list server 


listproc@theporch.com 
with the body: 
index boatanchors 


You will get back a list of the files in the "archive" among them are 
three files nmo.pt1, nmo.pt2, and nmo.pt3 (I think these names are 
correct... my memory is not as long as my nibbled fingernails!) 

You may easily retrieve these files with a message to: 


listproc@theporch.com 
and the body: 
get boatanchors <file name> 


Enjoy... and new files come regularly and are not always announced, 

though I try! ;%) 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 01:38:43 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 22:02:50 -0500 

Message-Id: <950406025326_71333.144_DHQ104-5@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Literature FS 


Vintage Radio Literature For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


RADIO MAGAZINES 
CQ 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92: $6 per year 


73 1962 - 1980 complete. Mint original condition. $140 

Includes all the following issues: 

5/62: The WOHKF Receiver Anthology listing (no photos) of all ham 
receivers made since 1930 w/introductory year and price. 

3/63: Receiver Buying Guide NOT JUST FOR 1963--this review tries 
to cover all popular ham receivers ever made. With photos, 
specs, years of production, original list price and 1963 
used price. This is a must-own reference. 

4/63: First HF SSB Transciever special issue. Nice. 

10/63: Wayne Green's Annual Buyers Guide covering only gear that was 
available at that time. Descriptions and photos everywhere. 
Great coverage of everything you can think of. Excellent! 

4/65: The second 73 HF SSB Transciever special issue. Big, crisp 
photos, specs and descriptions. 

4/67: Review of HF SSB Receivers, Transmitters and Transcievers. 
Specs, descriptions, photos, the works. Excellent. 

12/68: Transciever Review Issue with photos: SB-101 thru KWM-2 and 
everything in between. 

12/69: 1970 Amateur Radio Buyers Guide. Short descriptions but 
great photos. Nice coverage of accessories. 

4/71: The FM Marketplace. All the early FM VHF mobile and HT gear 
is pictured and described...back in the days when Japanese 
manufacturers didn't dare put their own names on the rigs. 


AMSAT 
NEWSLETTER 29 issues covering volume 4, #3 through Volume 11, #4. 


(not complete). 1972 - 1979. Several neat extra early AMSAT 
promotional brochures. As-new condition. $19 


VARIOUS HAM AND WIRELESS LITERATURE, "HB" = HardBack 


1938 Radio Amateur Course by W2AMN (G. W. Shuart). Published by Shortwave 


and Television Magazine. Really great magazine-format 175 page book 
with lots of construction projects and ads. Excellent. $33 HOLDING 
1961 Radio Amateur DX Guide by H. J. Nelson. Published by Radio Amateur 
Call Book, Inc. Very good. $11 

Supreme "Practical Radio and Electronics Course," M. N. Beitman, 1953, 
330 pages, great photos, near-mint: $16 

"Tuning in On A New World" brochure published by Condensite to promote 
their Celoran line of panel materials. It's an introductory kind of 
How-To brochure covering 1 to 5 tube set construction. With schematics. 
Good condition. About 1924. $9 

ICS Radio Operators Handbook, 1924, 1st Edition. HB: $22 

Practical Wireless Telegraphy, Elmer Bucher, 1921, SPARK!, HB: $36 

Sams Ham Antenna Construction Projects, 1963, 1st Edition: $7 

World Radio/TV Handbook, 1987: $5 

73 Vertical, Beam and Triangle Antennas by Ed Noll, 1970: $6 

CQ-DX Annual. 1948. 1st Edition, 1st Printing. $9 

Ham Radio Incentive Licensing Guide, W2UUN (Bert Simon), Tab, 1959. $2 

Second Class radio/Telephone License Handbook, Sams, 1974: $3 

Elements of Radio, Marcus and Horton, 1948. $12 

NRI coursebooks, 9 books from 1968 course, nice: $4 

The Audio Tape Recorder Directory, 1959-1960, fair: $2 

Bell System Technical Journal, Index to Volume 9, 1930: $2 

Rohn Tower Catalog, 1980. Useful reference for buying used towers: $2 


CALL BOOKS 


1935-36, Winter Radio Amateur Callbook Magazine, cover rough. $15 

1960-61 Radio Amateur Callbook (U.S.). Cover poor. $11 

1962 Radio Amateur Call Book. Mint--absolutely sparkles like new. When you 
look at this you'll think it's a recent reprint (but of course, it is not). 
It's kind of scary that something 33 years old made of paper can turn up in 
this condition--it tells you how badly we take care of most things. $29 

1984-85 ARRL Call Directory. Excellent. $14 

1971-72 Foreign Radio Amateur Callbook. Good: $10 


ARRL PUBLICATIONS 1927 ARRL Handbook. Loose cover. $59 
1932 ARRL Handbook. Water Damage. $29 
1948 ARRL Handbook. Very Good. $26 HOLDING 
1956 ARRL "Operating An Amateur Radio Station:" $3 
1958 ARRL "Operating An Amateur Radio Station:" $3 
ARRL Antenna Book, 4th Edition, 1946: $9 
Fifty Years Of The ARRL, 1981, 1st Edition: $8 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 01:30:16 1995 


Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 21:55:11 -0500 

Message-Id: <950406024833_71333.144_DHQ104-2@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Military FS, Part I 


Military Radio Gear For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


INTRODUCTION TO THE TCS: The TCS radio set was designed by Collins for 
intership communication on the HF bands. It is a separate transmitter/ 
receiver pair that was "used on every Navy vessel built between 1940 
and 1950" (Walt Hutchens, ER, 9/89) and covers 1.5 to 12mhz. Many thousands 
were made, some by Collins, mostly by other subcontractors. The accessories 
include a dynamotor power supply, 3 cables, a remote control box with 
speaker and an antenna tuner for short whip antennas. Also available were 
a plug-in noise limiter for the receiver, a 10Q0vac60cps power supply and 
a spares kit consisting of 2 chests full of parts. The TCS set is 
considered by many to be one of the easiest military rigs to put on the ham 
bands with easy setup and good reliability--altogether a fun military rig 
to operate. 


Collins TCS-12 Radio. Transmitter, Receiver, Dynamotor, Cables, noise 
limiter kit, antenna loading coil, cables and control box. All except the 
control box and loading coil are made by Collins and excellent, unused in 
their original military shipping boxes. The control box and loading coil 
are used in good condition. The transmitter and receiver have some scuffs 
at the corners (from being improperly repacked after they had been opened). 
And the receiver has a small chip of paint off of the face. But (except 
for the control box and loading coil) everything looks excellent or better. 
The transmitter is gray and the receiver is black. The dynamotor supply and 
noise limiter kit are brand new, unopened in the original packaging. 
Untested. $309 

TCS-5. Early Collins-made TCS set with gray transmitter and black receiver. 
These are not quite new-in-the-box, but they look absolutely sparkling. 
With antenna loading coil (used), noise blanker kit (new-in-box), cables and 
control box (used) and complete spares kit plus dynamotor supply brand new 
in unopened wooden crate. Near-mint. Untested. $349 

Collins TCS noise limiter kits. New-in-packaging. $14 each. 2 left. 

TCS spares kit--chest 2 of 2. Seems to be mostly dynamotor spares. 
New-in-unopened-original-packaging. $59. One left out of 11. I have never 
had any of--or even seen--chest 1 of this 2-chest set. 

Collins TCS 110vac supply PP-380/U. The most rare TCS accessory. Plug- 
in replacement for the TCS dynamotor supply using same cables. Or use it 
to power virtually any 807-based rig. I have several of these: 

Parts available: Call me if you need any PP-380/U parts. 
Builder's Special: Complete but cosmetically and electrically rough. 


The transformers, chokes and oil-filled caps are guaranteed by me to 

be good or I will replace them. The relay and selenium rectifier are 

guaranteed to be bad and you must replace them. $37.50 each. 4 left. 
INTRODUCTION TO THE TBX: Prior to WWII, the Marines had planned to use the 
TBY transciever for shore-to-ship communication during anphibious operations. 
As the Pacific war with Japan developed however, the TBY simply didn't work 
at all in this role. So in the words of Walt Hutchens (ER, 2/90): "...the 
Marine Corps dusted off the TBX--an HF set of early '30's vintage. This radio 
could be carried and operated by a few men, with power supplied by a hand- 
crank generator if necessary; its four watts of AM output was barely 
adequate and it it is complex, quirky and hard to use--but it could reach 
the ships, which the TBY could not." 


TBX-5 transmitter/receiver only. WWII Navy (USMC) HF transmitter/receiver. 
With cover and calibration charts. Nice set in excellent condition. $190 

TBX-8 transmitter/receiver only. Famous WWII-era set used to support all 

of the Marine Corps anphibious landings in the Pacific. Extra-nice original 
condition. $190 

EAO AC supply for the TBX-8 ONLY. Excellent. $100 

TBX-6 "Representative Type Test Data" book from General Electric. Describes 
all TBX acceptance tests and shows results on a representative sample. 
Photocopy. $7 

EF-8 gas generator. This is the principle power unit for the TBX-8. With gas 
can, oil can and spares kit and cable (!--it may be worth is just to find 
that!) all in beat-up transit case. New. Opened, but never used 

and never unsealed. $110 + a big shipping bill. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 01:36:18 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 21:57:17 -0500 

Message-Id: <950406025007_71333.144_DHQ104-3@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Military FS, Part II 


Military Radio Gear For Sale: Part II 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


Military (Canadian) Bendix TA-12B transmitter with TA-12A dynamotor. Uses 4 
12SK7 oscillators for 4 channels in any of the 300-600khz, 3000-4800khz and 
7680-1200khz bands. Uses 807 buffer and parallel 807's in the final. CW 
only unless used with the MP-28BA modulator/power supply (which I do not 
have). Has a reputation as a very stable TX. Fine looking radio with 
shockmount. But missing receiver antenna post and one door latch thumbscrew. 
Really nice. $99 

Military #19 Mark II tank radio. HF and one channel of VHF in British 
design used throughout the war in U.S., British, Canadian and other 


country's tank arms. Needs lots of cleanup and replacement of one broken 
knob shaft (not a tuning knob, just a pot). Someone has filled one original 
ground lug hole on the right lower edge. Why they would fill an original hole 
I don't know....Untested. As-is: $50 HOLDING 
Military #19 Mark II tank radio power supply. This is the matching supply 
for the #19 radio that sits on the left when the radio is in the mount. 
This one has been modified and the original power connector removed. No 
unoriginal holes though and it has the original canvas strap. As-is. 
Untested. $25 HOLDING 
Military #19 Mark II tank radio mount frame. This is the metal frame that 
the #19 radio and power supply were mounted on. The canvas hold-downs 
and associated steel clamps have been removed so this is just the 
frame. As-is: $10 HOLDING 
Navy RBZ "brick" receivers. This is an HF receiver-only designed for 
portable, hands-free use. It looks like a 12 inch long, olive drab 2x4. 
The receiver only has 2 controls, volume and tuning, and 3 connectors, 
headset, power and antenna. It tunes 1.9mhz-5.8mhz. The separate battery 
box looks identical minus the controls as does the 110vac supply. The 
antenna is just a short cord with a clamp apparently designed to clip on 
to the operator's steel helmet! The headphone elements are mounted in a 
thin cloth skull cap designed to be worn under a helmet. 
Complete RBZ: Receiver, battery box, AC supply, headset and 
antenna cord. Manual photocopy. Excellent. $169 

Partial RBZ set: Receiver and AC supply only. With manual 

photocopy. Nice: $85 

RBZ AC supply only. Case has large unoriginal hole in side: $24 

RBZ AC supply chassis only. No case or tubes. $12 

RBZ Manual photocopy separately: $12.95 postage paid 

RBZ original manual: $59 or trade for ??? 

DAG-x direction finder. This is a WWII-vintage Navy RDF set with 

separate loop and sense (whip) antennas that plug in to the top. The 

whole thing is in an 18" square, 6' deep metal suitcase with a leather 
handle. The receiver is HF covering about 2-20mhz in 3 bands. The receiver 
sits in the top half of the suitcase with the battery compartment and 
headset storage compartment below. The 2 antennas store in clips inside 
the suitcase lid. Manual photocopy included with each set, but no head- 
phones. I have just two left: 

DAG: This is apparently the original model (since it has no -1 or -2 
behind the "DAG" on the tag.) This one is olive drab. The case 
serial number (#518) and radio serial number don't match. No 
antennas, headset or battery box cover (a flat piece of metal 
painted 0.D. with 4 retaining screws). Looks very good or better 
but unworking. $79 

DAG-1: Excellent. Serial numbers match. Complete with both antennas but 
less headphones. Untested. $205 

DAG manual photocopy separately: $14.95 postage paid 

SCR-300/BC-1000 backpack radio. WWII-vintage backpack set used throughout 
the war. Includes radio, battery box, cable, short antenna, all canvas 


straps and several of the pads and bags. No earphones, lip mic, handset 
or other antennas. The radio has a few dents and a weathered look to it. 
But it still looks sharp. The canvas straps, bags and pads are near-mint. 
This is genuine WWII-vintage Signal Corps-issue. Don't mistake this one 
for 1960's-vintage Fair Radio NATO surplus--this is the real thing. 

Tubes not included. $119 

Military PP-114/VRC-3 vibrator power supply for the SCR-300 (BC-1000) WWII 
vintage backpack radio. Used, excellent. Three left. $39 each. 

Military T-67/ARC-3 VHF transmitter covering 2 meter band. Made by Sylvania. 
8 channel crystal controlled, with 7 2-meter crystals installed. Case has 
many scrapes but no dents. Inside it is perfect. Uses 2 832A tubes 
modulated by a pair of 6L6's. Requires external control box and power 
supply. No mods. $42 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 01:39:12 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 21:59:11 -0500 

Message-Id: <950406025140_71333.144_DHQ104-4@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Military FS, Part III 


Military Radio Gear For Sale: Part III 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


Military ID6/APN4 Indicator. From WWII-vintage LORAN set--the first 

LORAN set ever produced. The rest of the set included a power supply 

and receiver (which I don't have). Nice front panel but black wrinkle 

on case is flaking. No mods. Untested. $49 

Another ID6/APN4 Indicator. Missing 3 knobs and one lever switch has been 
removed. Nice front panel. No unoriginal holes. Untested. $29...or 

buy both ID6/APN4 indicators for $69 

Radio Station RS-6. Issued to pilots flying over enemy lines and "spies" 
operating behind the lines during the 50's and 60's cold war. This is a 
little 4-part rig (TX, RX, power supply and power supply filter) that 

cables together into a slick HF set covering 3.0 - 16.5mhz in 2 bands. 

The transmitter is a crystal-controlled 2E26/6AG7 rig, CW only, and has a 
neat fold-out telegraph key. The receiver is VFO-tuned or crystal controlled 
using 5718 and 5899 wire-lead subminiature tubes. The AC power supply uses 

a 6X4 rectifier while the filter uses 5644 subminiature VR tubes. 6 volt 
battery operation is also supported. Each unit is about the size of a small 
cassette recorder. All four units included. The sets had several accessories, 
all pretty scarce: Instruction cards, earphone, hank antenna, antenna clamps 
and clip leads and waterproof bags. If you're not familiar with this radio, 
send me a SASE and I'll send you a photocopy of the write-up from the 
February, 1993 AWA Old Timer's Bulletin. I have just three sets left, all 
untested. A manual photocopy included with each set. Accessories are 


packaged with the set with the exceptions noted below. 
1. Fair condition, power cables missing, paint missing at corners 
and from back of one unit, scratches and dings are numerous, but 
still decent: $179 with most accessories--missing one canvas bag. 
2. Fair condition, power cables missing, paint missing at corners 
of some units and from the back of power unit, scratches and dings 
are numerous: $149 with most accessories--missing 2 canvas bags. 

RS-6 Accessories: Instruction Cards (laminated photocopies): $6/set 

Earphone with cord & clip but clip is broken: $9 
Hank antenna, antenna clamps and wire leads: $8/set 

RS-6 manual photocopy separately: $10.95 postage-paid. 

Military "ATR" 2-position receiver rack. The "ATR" packaging was the 
standard for military aircraft receivers by the end of WWII and through 
the Korean War era. So this rack fits receivers like the ARB, ARR-15, 
ARR-5, ARR-7 and many others. The connecting cable box is included but 
the connectors are missing. The nomenclature tag has been removed. 

Lord shock-mount feet included. Nice shape. $45 

Military CY-1218 Control Box. This is the transmitter/dual receiver 
operating control set from AN/GRC-38, the sucessor to the SCR-299, 399 
and 499 trucks. So this was designed to control a BC-610I and two 
Hallicrafters SX-73 receivers. It allows for two local operating positions 
and one remote (via field telephone). This control box looks very similar 
to the JB-70 control box in the SCR-399. A pretty sexy add-on to your 
BC-610 setup--plug-n-play with any BC-610 between the BC-614 speech amp 
and any two receivers. Made by Hallicrafters. Excellent condition. With 
AN/GRC-38 partial manual copy. $135 

Military VHF exciter deck. Rack mount, olive drab panel, looks mid-to 
late 40's. Single channel crystal controlled using DC-17B 6203.70kc crystal 
in T-3/CRN-2 holder. 6SJ7 doubler into 832 tripler into 829B amplifier. 

No nomenclature tag. Inspection stickers dated 1952-53. Two meters monitor 
every function I can think of. Really odd beast. $29 as-is. 

DY-88 vibrator/dynamotor supply, as-is, unworking: $19 
RM-13J remote control unit for BC-191 and others. This is the one with 
the handset cradle on top. Used, excellent: $30 
BC-611 switch cover. Strap-on cover prevents accidental transmission. New- 
in packaging. Last one. $7 
BC-611 top cover, battery contact and antenna cover. Used, good. $11. 2 left. 

WWII I-83H Dynamotor test stand. Tests all then-current 14v and 28v types. 
Requires 16v and 32v input. Made by Espey mfg in 1943. Used, good. $29 

Signal Corps "Lord" shock mount "feet." These are the equipment feet that 
are about 2" square and 1" deep made of steel with a semi-flexibale rubber 
center with a hole for a 1/4" bolt. As-new. $1.50 each. Have many to sell. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 19:22:21 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 16:05:46 -0500 


Message-Id: <9504052104.AA29642@unlinfo2.unl.edu> 
From: djw@unlinfo.unl.edu (Daniel Wright) 
Subject: Nat'l Association of Bdcst'ers Convention 


Greetings Anchorites! 


I will be attending the NAB Convention in Las Vegas next week (4/10-4/13). 

There are some of us on the list who are in broadcasting and if any of you are 
going to the convention,mayhaps we could have an eyeball. There is an Amateur 
Radio Reception held Wednesday evening at 6:30 (dunno where yet). If anyone from 
the list is going,lemme know and maybe we could hoist a few and tell tall 
tales!! 


Thanks es 73 de Dan -- WAOJRD .. 
djw@unlinfo.unl.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 01:29:50 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 21:49:50 -0500 

Message-Id: <950406024650_71333.144_DHQ104-1@CompuServe.COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Oldies FS 


Vintage Radio Gear For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 


OLDIES FOR THE AFFICIONADO 


E.F. Johnson Challenger transmitter. HF, crystal-controlled rig in classy 
old-style Johnson colors. Front panel is excellent but case has many light 
scratches. Works well. $109 

Echophone EC-1 "Commercial." HF receiver subject of all the Hogarth ads in 
QST during WWII. The only radio allowed to be sold for civilian use during 
the war. Made by Hallicrafters. All original. Beautiful paint. Dial is 
yellowed and cardboard case back is missing. Untested. $95 

Hallicrafters S-38C. Low-end '50's HF radio. Samll 5 tube design. Very good 
or excellent looking. But back is not original. Untested. $55 

Hammarlund HQ-110. This was and is a nice set but some jerk replaced all 
the knobs. It has one or two originals left. Paint is good and it works. 
No mods that I see. $65 HOLDING 

M. C. Jones Electronics "Micromatch" Model MM-560 SWR and FWD-REFL power 
meter for QRP use (0 to 4 watts). With inline coupler model MM-565. Uses 
N connectors (UHF?). Nice shape but untested. M. C. Jones also made the 
early Collins-branded SWR meters. $25 

HRO 60 Dial Scales: A, B or C bandspread: $10 each 

Gonset G-66 mobile HF receiver covering 80-10 meters AM or CW. 1955 


vintage. Handsome, chrome plated front panel with great styling. Looks 
very good and works. Receives sideband on the BFO okay. It has some 
scratches and scrapes on the sides and top but nothing really messy. 
Comes with the AC supply that bolts on the rear. The supply works 

but no cap replacement has been done and all those wax caps look 
threatening to me. Partial manual photocopy. $99 

Gonset G-76 HF transciever. 1960-vintage AM transciever covering 80 - 6 
meters. Mobile 12 volt or base station operation using external power 
supplies (not included). Made famous by a series of articles in Electric 
Radio magazine. This one has an excellent front panel but the case has been 
repainted the wrong color. But it has no mods that I can see. Unworking 
at this time (but I am re-capping it and expect to get it together shortly). 
Manual copy. $79 as-is. $129 after I fix it. 

Gonset G-76 AC power supply. Same form factor as G-76 with speaker on left 
and panel on right. This one has a solid state mod. It works but it needs 
caps and may need a new 4 HY filter choke -- I am working on the electrical 
and may have them fixed by the time you read this. Lots of case scratches 
and surface rust. But front panel is very good. $99 as-is. $149 after I 
fix it. 

RMCA (Radiomarine Corporation of America--RCA afloat) 8021 "Radiotelephone." 
Pre-war marine radiotelephone transmitter/receiver with 6 crystal- 
controlled channels. Handset on left, speaker on right. About 26" long, 
14" high and 16" deep. Must weigh 80 pounds. Gray wrinkle cabinet with 
front panel that looks like knurled aluminum (in that pre-war and wartime 
RCA marine 81xx receiver styling). Obviously designed for a coastal 
steamer as the 6 channels are marked (on engraved steel tags) "Boston, 
Miami, New York, Norfolk, Cst Grd, Ship." Lifting the handset keys the 
transmitter. Covers 2-3mhz. Really unique. Case has some light rust and 
this thing shows a lot of neglect. Some tubes missing. But unmodified 
and pretty easily restored. $125 

Palco "Bantam" mobile HF transciever. 1956-vintage. Dual-6146's as finals. 
Probably the most rare HF mobile rig--few were made. With external, 
bolt-on modulator. Wonderful condition with clean chrome front panels. 

All original with very few scratches. You don't see these advertised 
every day. $209 

Meissner 150B Transmitter. 1941-vintage, 150 watt, plate-modulated AM 
transmitter originally designed for broadcast AM radio station use but 
drafted by the Signal Corps for the duration. CW too. Covers 1500khz 
through 12mhz. Uses Meissner Signal Shifter VFO and plug-in coils. This 
one includes two Signal Shifters, one complete set of coils and a few 
extras and a manual photocopy. Formerly owned by the Chief Engineer of 
W1AW, the transmitter has been modified for improved audio. It has several 
unoriginal 3/8" holes in the 1/8" thick steel front panel. It measures 
40"w x 18"h x 20"d and weighs just over 250 pounds. It is not modular 
and could only be shipped at great expense. $209 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 13:05:25 1995 


Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 08:53:49 -0500 
Message-Id: <nx7u.15.00106BOC@primenet. com> 
From: nx7u@primenet.com (Scott Townley) 
Subject: Preserving Radio Telegraphy History 


--- Forwarded message follows --- 

>From: phb@syseng1.melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 
Subject: Preserving Radio Telegraphy History 
Date: Tue, 4 Apr 1995 18:10:31 GMT 


Anyone interested in joining an ad hoc group to investigate 
radio telegraph history preservation, including canvassing of 
interested organizations, identification of current museums/ 
collections/displays, and development of a plan for providing 
some means of wide public accessibility to wireless/radio 
Morse code history, is requested to e-mail me at the address 
below. This effort is intended to include military, commercial 
maritime, other commercial, and amateur development and use of 
radio telegraphic communications from the time of the first 
wireless experiments by Marconi to the present day. Significant 
events and historical milestones throughout this period will 
be emphasized. 


Please note that this effort is to be entirely voluntary, 
and no commercial or pecuniary interest of any kind is to be 
represented or served by the participants therein. 


73, 
Paul, K4MSG 
* Paul H. Bock, Jr. x Principal Systems Engineer 
(|_|) »* E-Systems/Melpar Div. *x Telephone: (703) 560-5000 x2062 
| |) »* 7700 Arlington Blvd. x Internet: pbock@melpar.esys.com 
*x Falls Church, VA 22046 x Mailstop: N203 
"Imagination is more important than knowledge." - Albert Einstein 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Apr 6 00:31:17 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 21:03:56 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504041823 .AA00450@yellowjacket.West.Sun.COM> 
From: tony.angerame@west.sun.com (Tony Angerame - Sun SSE) 
Subject: R-808/GRC-14 


This has to qualify for this group by shear weight alone! Certainly not a 
"Manpack" Radio this olive drab box almost looks bullet proof. Nice general 
coverage radio with a built in fsk demod. Anyone know any history on this 
radio? It appears to be from the Vietnam era and looks brand new. Can a value 
be attached to this piece of gear? At 70 lbs I should show up to Field Day with 
this one. It is a tube set that has a 26.5vdc B+! Unique design? 


73, 


Tony WA6LZH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 09:00:39 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 06:20:36 -0500 

Message-Id: <950405071907_72411417@aol .com> 

From: Scgilstrap@aol.com 

Subject: RCA type 923 


Does anyone know what an RCA 923 tube does? I came across this 

one recently and have no idea what it could be. Its innards sure 

don't look like any ordinary tube. It has a thin vertical electrode right 
in the center with a "plate" making a 180 degree arc around the 

electrode. Another wire comes out horizontally from the center 

electrode, bends down 90 degrees and terminates into a metal disk 

on its edge that's shaped like a little flying saucer. 

What is this thing? 


Tnx de Stan - WB5LBH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 13:00:31 1995 

Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 10:15:21 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051514 .AAQ0321@postoffice.rfc.comm.harris.com> 
From: emg@rfc.comm.harris.com 

Subject: Re: RCA type 923 


Sounds like a photo/light detector to me. I don't have any reference 
material tho. Regards, Ed K2MP @ Rochester 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 13:33:13 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 10:50:40 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051550.AA04278@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov> 
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan) 
Subject: Re: RCA type 923 


>Does anyone know what an RCA 923 tube does? 
Photo tube. 


I can dig up details if needed. 


Roy -- 


Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg MD 20899 
(National Institute of Standards and Technology, formerly NBS) 
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist. gov 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 13:43:40 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 10:52:49 -0500 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9504050857 .A12386-0100000@netcom9> 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: RCA type 923 


> Does anyone know what an RCA 923 tube does? I came across this 


The 923 is a Gas Phototube. Pin 2 is the Anode and Pin 4 is the 

Cathode. That's about it. My RCA Handbook only has one page on this tube. 
It's about WWII vintage. The date on this sheet says 8/15/1947, and has 
"only for renewal use" stamped on it. This would lead me to believe that 
it has been out of production since then. 


73 
Paul WA60kKQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 15:04:06 1995 

Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 11:46:07 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051627.AA17020@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: Re: RCA type 923 


>It's about WWII vintage. The date on this sheet says 8/15/1947, and has 
>"only for renewal use" stamped on it. This would lead me to believe that 
>it has been out of production since then. 


Not necessarily, the RCA -19 of 1958 says the same thing about the 1L6 
and it stayed in production as a service replacement until x*xmuchx later. 


Would really like to see the design sheet & curves on the 1L6 if anyone 
has it from when it was current, suspect it was introduced around 1947 and 
somewhat later than the "RCA preferred" 1R5. *Nonex of the design texts 

I have seen including the Ghirardi series in Radio News of 1946 mention it 
(and he mentions a xlot* of pentagrid converter tubes). 


Coupled with the fact that it was xalways* an expensive tube, I must wonder 
if there is something special about it. 
Warmly, 
Padgett 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 18:20:52 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 14:59:14 -0500 

Message-Id: <2F82BCA7@sharkgate.sandiegoca.attgis.com> 
From: "Kenan, Larry" <llk@sandshark.sandiegoca.ATTGIS.COM> 
Subject: RE: RCA type 923 


>Stan - WB5LBH wrote: 

>Does anyone know what an RCA 923 tube does? I came across this 

>one recently and have no idea what it could be. Its innards sure 

>don't look like any ordinary tube. It has a thin vertical electrode right 
>in the center with a "plate" making a 180 degree arc around the 
>electrode. Another wire comes out horizontally from the center 
>electrode, bends down 90 degrees and terminates into a metal disk 

>on its edge that's shaped like a little flying saucer. 

>What is this thing? 


It's a photocell. The curved plate emits electrons when light strikes it. 
The thin vertical electrode is placed at the focus to collect them. I think 
the little "flying saucer" is the getter which contained a chemical that 
would burn out the last bit of air when heated in a RF field. 


Larry Kenan - KO6MS (new callsign) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 18:05:25 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 14:43:38 -0500 

Message-Id: <199504051943.0AA17269@is.rice.edu> 

From: linscot@is.rice.edu (Steve Linscott) 

Subject: Repostings 


I seem to be getting repostings of messages that were originally 
posted to boatanchors. Anyone else getting these? 


- Steve - 


KAKA KIKI IK KA KIKI IK III IKI IK IKI IKI KIC IK III ICI IIR ICI IKI IK ICRI KI IK IK AIK IC 
* Steve Linscott Divisional Consultant - Natural Sciences x 
* IS User Services Rice University Houston, Texas x 
KKK KAKI KK IK KA KIKI IKI AK III IK IIIT I IK ICICI KICK ICI IK ICI IK AIK ICI IK III IK AIK IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 19:20:14 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 16:13:04 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504052112 .AA09798@cen. com> 

From: gc@fox.gsfc.nasa.gov (Gary Chatters) 

Subject: Re: Repostings 


> 

> I seem to be getting repostings of messages that were originally 
>posted to boatanchors. Anyone else getting these? 

> 


Yes. Someone has been taking items he received from the boatanchors 
list and, thinking they are something members of the list would 
enjoy reading, has reposted them to the boatanchors list. 


Most likely this individual is having some problem with his mailer 
and doesn't realize that he is posting things back to the 
same list he read them from. 


So should we tell him? :-# 
Gary 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 12:34:13 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 09:22:42 -0500 

Message-Id: <9504051423 .AA15708@sumter.awod.com> 

From: wb4ijn@awod.com (Steve Thomason) 

Subject: Re: tube antenna switches 


> 
> 

>Feel free to rate the few commercial ones out there, too. The Johnson and 
>the B+W come to mind. 

> 

>--Andy 

> 


I've used the Johnson ones for years. Going price at hamfests are $50 
and under. Couln't build one for that if you had to buy new parts; 
wouldn't look near as good either. B & W should work fine also. 


I've had problems with Dow Keys in the past and would never use one 
again for switching my Johnson 500's or Desk Kilowatt. 
73, Steve, WB4IJN 


Internet: wb4ijn@awod.com 
Packet: WB4IIJN@N4CII 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Apr 5 12:00:55 1995 
Date: Wed, 5 Apr 1995 09:01:09 -0500 

Message-Id: <106C78118F5@s1.xetron.com> 

From: "Jack Giehl" <JACKG@s1.xetron.com> 

Subject: Re: Viking Question 


Roger wrote about a Viking II L2 choke problem. 


Roger, the first Viking II I got had an intermittent L2 choke. It 
looked like it had gotten hot at some point. You can still buy 
exact replacement chokes. I bought one at Hughes Peters 

in Cincinnati for about $12. I think Stancor made it... 


Anyway, to the point in troubleshooting the problem you are 
having. The following assumes that the connections to R25 

have not been modified. Put your ohm meter on the wiper of 

R25. If it shows a short, remove one end of the C21 V5 screen 
bypass capacitor and try again. If there is still a short, either 
R25 has a short inside of it, or the V5 socket insulation broke 
down at the screen and shorted B+ to ground. If no short, 

C21 is bad. 


The .5uf cap that bypasses the 807 screens was leaky in my 
transmitter. When I would first turn on the transmitter, the 
idling modulator plate current was normal but would creep 
lower, thus moving the modulator tubes toward class C and 
higher distortion. I could measure the screen voltage 
decreasing, and noticed that the wax coated .5 cap was 
getting very warm. I replaced it with a 10uf / 450V capacitor 
on the other side of the SW3A switch so that the charge 
current for the 10 uf cap does not go through the switch. 

In other words, put the positive of the 10 uf cap at tap 

A of R13, and the negative to ground. 


I have a spare L2 choke if yours is fried. 


Good luck, Jack 


Jack, WB8BFS 
jackg@xetron.com Loveland, Ohio (near Cincinnati) 
"Peak the grid, dip the plate, and keep the fire in the wire." 


